EPISODES IN THE EMPEBOB'S LIFE

latter be given a worthy part in the proceedings.
There was always a strong democratic strain run-
ning through all that Napoleon III thought and did,
The Minister of State made a speech, describing the
Emperor's plans and the manner in which they had
been executed, after which a number of medals and
awards were distributed, and every one of the arti-
sans, contractors and workmen was called up to the
platform to receive from the Emperor's own hand
the reward which had been allotted to him. Then
came the sovereign's speech, recalling the different
phases through which the Louvre passed under the
Monarchy, the Empire and the Bepublic. "The com-
pletion of the Louvre," he said in conclusion, "is
not the caprice of a moment, it is the realization of
a plan conceived for the greater glory of France,
and sustained by the interest of our country during
more than three hundred years.J'

It was a day of enthusiastic rejoicing. That eve-
ning, a banquet, presided over by M. Fould, was
given, the greater number of the four hundred and
seventy guests present being workmen; among these
was a woman, the widow of a sawyer who, on the
death of her husband, had obtained permission to
take his place at the works. She was present as the
Empress' guest and at her special request. When,
the next day, the Emperor read in the public prints
the account of this banquet and learned of the pres-
ence of "your widow," as he said quizzingly to the
Empress, he remarked with a smile: "Well, you see,
there must always be a woman in it."

August 15th, the birthday of Napoleon and the
national holiday of the Second Empire, was cele-
brated with greater enthusiasm than usual this year.

395gance of the Empire."
